Contractors for the supplies of the army and navy; "shoddy" productions of all kinds, found their way into the various departments. While your young men were fighting the battles for the preservation of the nation, these cormorants of greed and corruption were robbing the public treasury; the "sinews of war" were grudgingly siupplied at usurious rates by Wall street and "neutral nations" of Europe.
From that time there has been one continuous tide of ruinous "prosperity"-I do not mean that the legitimate prosperity and increase of the wealth by natural development is ruinous-the prosperity born of speculation, of gambling in all the natural products of the country.
The "strike" on the one hand, and the "lockout" on the other are the unfailing result of a system of corruption of men in high places who have abused the condence reposed in them and have used their vast influence to favor these acts and institutions of oppression.
Anything that oppresses is wrong; and when a system becomes so oppressive that the government is obliged to take action against some of the foremost citizens of the country, it proves the existence of a great wrong.
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